
"The point of a
language class is
to communicate.

The point of
taking a Spanish
class is to be able
to communicate

with more of
God's people 

 around the
world."

S H A N N A  C O V A R R U B I A S

Meet the teacher: Shanna Covarubbias 

A 2011 MELHS graduate " I  have a  lot  of  pr ide in  being a  MELHS

grad.  I  a lmost went  to  publ ic  h igh school ,  but  I  got  to  come

here instead,  and it  was l i fe  changing."

Bachelor ’s  in  Spanish education from Ol ivet  Nazarene

University

Spent  a  semester  studying abroad in  Ecuador .  "That 's  when I

went  from having a  head knowledge of  Spanish to  it  becoming

functional  for  me."

While  Shanna Covarrubias is  a  h ighly  dedicated Spanish

teacher ,  she's  a lso an engaging story  tel ler .

And that  is  by  design.  Mrs.  Covarrubias says her  focus in  

 the c lassroom is  on research-based teaching methods that

create maximum impact  for  language acquis it ion.

"Research says that  people  acquire  languages when they

understand messages in  those languages,  so that 's  what

I 'm try ing to  do,"  Mrs.  Covarrubias said .  "And I  do a  lot  of

that  through stor ies,  whether  that 's  reading stor ies,

watching televis ion,  te l l ing  stor ies about  my l i fe ,  students

tel l ing  me about  their  l ives  ̶   real- l i fe  stor ies,  f ict ion

stor ies,  any type of  story ."

     

Mrs.  Covarrubias teaches Spanish 1,  2 ,  3  and 4,  with

Spanish 3 and 4 being dual-credit  courses for  col lege

credit .  This  year  she a lso added a  Hispanic  Cultures and

Civi l izat ions c lass to  the MELHS curr iculum.  In  addit ion,

she leads the Spanish Club and is  the coach of  the MELHS

Scholar  Bowl  team (a  team which p laced fourth p lace in  the

state last  year ,  by  the way) .

  Mrs.  Covarrubias at  a  Glance:

The best part  about being a  teacher:  Gett ing to  have fun

and grow in  re lat ionship  with  students and then leveraging

that  re lat ionship  to  get  new knowledge into their  heads.  

The best part  about being a  MELHS teacher:  I  love that  I

get  to  be a  part  of  students'  l ives very  c losely  for  four

years.  And my coworkers are  amazing.  Every  s ingle  person

in  th is  bui ld ing loves these students and wants what's  best

for  them.  That  is  a  b lessing that  is  not  dupl icable.
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