
"Art gives you a
broader scope for

thinking about
the world. When

you look at a
billboard, you

think about the
color theory of
what they are

trying to convey.
When you see

graphic design,
you understand
the nods to art

history that 
are there."

C H R I S T I N A  M C N E A L Y

Meet the teacher: Christina McNealy

Bachelor ’s  in  metalsmithing from SIUE,  minor  in  art  h istory

Master ’s  in  ceramics from SIUE

Has exhib ited her  own artwork everywhere from St.  Louis  to

New Or leans to  Moscow to Barcelona

Her  Venetian g lass artwork was named "Best  in  Show" for  the

Art  St .  Louis  XXXV Exhib it ion

Teaches a  ceramic jewelry  course at  the Craft  Al l iance              

in  St .  Louis  

Don't  te l l  Chr ist ina McNealy  that  you're  not  good at  art .

Miss McNealy  is  a  f i rm bel iever  that  art  is  a  learned ski l l .

"K ids wi l l  te l l  me they aren't  going to  take an art  c lass

because they aren't  good at  art , "  Miss McNealy  said .  "But

if  a  student  is  wi l l ing  to  put  in  the effort ,  they can develop

those ski l ls . "

At  MELHS,  Miss McNealy  teaches c lasses such as

Introduction to  Art ,  2D Art  and 3D Art .  In  these c lasses,

students learn  everything from the fundamentals  of

drawing to  how to embed deeper  meaning into conceptual

artwork to  how to use coi l  construct ion to  craft  ceramics.   

Students can a lso take a  portfol io  development c lass,  in

which Miss McNealy  guides them in  creat ing a  portfol io  of

artwork in  their  preferred medium,  which can range from

texti le  arts  to  paint ing to  jewelry  making to  mosaic  art .  

Each art  c lass a lso includes art  analysis  projects,

explor ing h istor ical  art  as  wel l  as  contemporary  works.

"Art  teaches students to  use a  d ifferent  part  of  their

brain ,  which is  important  and is  re levant  to  so many other

classes and discip l ines,"  Miss McNealy  said .

  Miss McNealy at  a  Glance:

The best part  about being a  MELHS teacher:  I  taught  at

high school  and col lege levels  before coming to  MELHS,

and whi le  I  was teaching students what  they needed to

know,  in  those b igger  schools  you d idn't  get  as c lose to

your  students as we do at  MELHS.  Teachers here get  to

know the indiv idual  students,  so we can cater  each

student's  education more specif ical ly  to  them.
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