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e Dec. I1—

“Enter Clever Title Here” was the title
for this year’s fall drama event. It was a
laugh-filled evening which began with eat-
ing tacos while watching Lutheran High’s
Improvisation group perform.

The Improv group, led by junior Drew
Wiggenhorn, plays various “games” that
require students to think quick to come up
with clever lines. The free-flow design is
very challenging and provides some
hilarious moments.

Between some improv sessions, the
audience heard from several students
who spoke about the importance of the
drama department as part of the extracur-
ricular choices at Lutheran High. The

32" Night of Knights

Almost 325 people gathered at the
Gateway Center in Collinsville for the
32nd Night of Knights dinner and auction.
The attendance was up almost 30% over
last year. The Night of Knights raised
around $44,000 to support the operation
of Lutheran High.

This year’s event featured some new
activities, including the heads or tails
game and a wine pull. The Knight Need,
an opportunity for those in attendance to
donate to a special project, was again a
staple of this event. Through the Knight
Need, almost $20,000 was raised for the
multi-purpose floor in the new gym/
auditorium.

The items on the silent and live auc-
tions ranged from baked goods to toys to
trips to tickets. There was something for
everyone. One of the biggest grossing
items was donated by former MELHS
Principal, Mr. Dan Kostencki. The beauti-

Christmas Concert
at MELHS—2:30

pm

Dec. 12—Girls
basketball against
Marissa HS—JV
begins at 6:15 pm

Dec. 1 6—Boys
basketball against
Bunker Hill—JV
begins at 6:00 pm

Dec. 20-22—

Semester Exams

MELHS engages
young adults in a
Christ-centered
environment,
delivering
academic
excellence and
spiritual growth
to develop
Christian leaders.

Lutheran High
6305 Center Grove Rd.

Edwardsville, IL
62025

626-0043

[Improv & “Bible”™ Comedy Join for Fall Play

event was a fundraiser to purchase lights
for the new stage in the soon-to-be-
completed gym.

After Improv, the scripted show, The
Bible in 30 Minutes or Less, was per-
formed. This fast-paced show mentioned
every book in the Bible as they captured
the highlights in a humorous fashion.
Even drama director and MELHS art
teacher, Mr. Zach Schnare, made a
cameo as Sam Bradford when Moses
needed a “ram” to sacrifice instead of
Isaac.

The evening concluded with the
serving of dessert items and watching
several additional improv games.

a Success!

fully framed and signed
pictures of Green Bay
Packer’s quarterbacks
Bart Starr, Brett Favre and Aaron
Rodgers, brought in a winning bid of
$1,025.

Ahrens & Niemeier auctioneers
provided the auction service for the
evening. Lutheran High Principal Curtis
Wudtke served as the emcee for the
evening.

Donations to the Night of Knights
comes in many forms. Obviously the
majority of the support comes from the
bids made on that evening. However, the
area Lutheran elementary schools also
do a change drive, plus numerous other
businesses and donors assist through
sponsorships or gifts. We thank everyone
for their support in making this event a
huge success!
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ﬁt’s S0 (lose

The 20,000 square foot build-
ing addition is almost complete.
As of the end of November, the
only remaining items to be finished
were a few things on the punch
list, the surface of the stage, and
the multi-purpose gym floor.

Ailt i s so awe
walk through the building and see
the facilities that will be a huge
blessing to our programs and

productions and events. Concerts,
the fall drama, and the spring mu-
sical will be presented on the stage.

All kinds of different events,
from trivia nights to banquets and
other special occasions will be held
in this room. The unique floor will
bandlm®@blet and chaim, makibglite
unnecessary to cover the floor with
tarps for these occasions.

The addition also includes a

ministry. o0 st at fanthsticheweafeterta/kitchen. D i
tor Curtis Wudtke. This will be the first time that

The largest part of the addition MELHS will enjoy such a space.
isafull.si zed @ gy mat o (Thebhuitdingalso intlides s

space will serve as a 2nd gym new locker rooms, storage, an

mainly to be used for practices, athletic training center, and more.

freshmen competitions in volley- A special dedication for the

ball and basketball, and extra space new facility is being planned for

for tournaments. January! More information will be
However, a special multi- announced very soon.

purpose floor is being installed in

this area as it will be also used for

r

A Closer Look \

The strategic planning process that started
in August with the formation of a new mission
statement and the gathering of feedback from
numerous sources is moving forward with the
formation of task forces to study and make
recommendations regarding various areas.

However, a few key items were already
idemtified as areas that needed a closer look.
Task forces have been studying technology,
recruitment efforts, and the school day.
AWedve done well in
vee &now that we can do even better. These
are some big topics and we needed to dive in
to make sure that any changes we make are in
the best interest of
pal Curtis Wudtke.

Assistant Principal Jay Lindsey is guiding
the task forces on technology and the school
day. Recommendations for changes and a
proposed time frame for implementation is
expected by early Spring. Special parent town
hall meetings to discuss these topics have
been scheduled for January 9 & 11.

Sports Shorts

Basketball season is here! The
Lady Knights won their season
opener, defeating New Athens
HS in the opening round of
the Dupo tournament. Al-
though some injuries have dampened
the excitement of the beginning of the
season, coach Rob Stock expects to
have an excellent season. “If we get and
stay healthy, we will do well. The girls
work hard and will be successful.” The
girls program includes |9 players.

(&

coach of the Knights.

ing in the program.

The Knights boys basketball placed
2nd in the 3Ist annual Thanksgiving
= Tip-Off Classic hosted by MELHS.
The boys lost in the championship
game to a very talented squad from
Gibault Catholic HS. There are
almost 30 players in the program,
filling up freshmen, JV and varsity
teams. Mr. Tim Reeb is again the head

Mr. Matt Langendorf is the new coach
of the MELHS Bowling program. Lan-
gendorf is a 2006 graduate of MELHS.
Twelve boys and ten girls are participat-

The boys team, finishing 3rd in
their section, qualified for state at

which they placed 19th.

The girls team placed 4th in the
IHSA Sectional meet. They went
on to state and finished 24.

Congratulations to these runners
on a great season!

News & Updales

The Fall Craft Fair sponsored by the Lutheran High
Parents and Friends organization was held at the
school on November 5 & 6. There were over 40
vendors offering items ranging from jewelry to art to
clothes and more. The main volunteer organizer and
MELHS parent, Susan Jump, estimated that more
than 500 people visited the craft fair. The Spring
Craft Fair will be on March 10 & 11.

Lutheran High now has spirit wear in stock that
features the new Knights logo. Polo shirts, t-shirts

Mrs. Jenny Wudtke, part-time math teacher at
MELHS, has been named as the Director of
Academic Services. Mrs. Wudtke is volunteering
much of her time to help students who are facing

and hoodie sweatshirts are
available through the school
office. Polo shirts are $35
each, t-shirts are $12, and
hoodies are $35. They make
great Christmas presents!

preparation sessions for the ACT and help to seniors

various academic challenges as well as providing/

as they apply for colleges and scholarships.
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